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Such are the reasons which make it imperative that human beings should be free to
form opinions, and to express their opinions without reserve. Let us next examine
whether the same reasons do not require that men should be free to act upon their
opinions—to carry these out in their lives, without hindrance, either physical or moral.
from their fellow-men. so long as it is at their own risk and peril. This last proviso is
of course indispensable. No one pretends that actions should be as free as opinions.
On the contrary, even opinions lose their immunity, when the circumstances in which__
they are expressed are such as to constitute their expression a positive instigation to
some mischievous act. An opinion that corn-dealers are starvers of the poor. or that
private property is robbery, ought to be unmolested when simply circulated through
the press. but may justly incur punishment when delivered orally to an excited mob

- assembled before the house of a corn-dealer. or when handed about among the same
mob in the form of a placard. Acts of whatever kind. which. without justifiable cause.
do harm to others. may be. and in the more important cases absolutely require to be.
controlled by the unfavourable sentiments. and. when needful. by the active
interference of mankind. The liberty of the individual must be thus far limited: he
must not make himself a nuisance to other people. But if he refrains from molesting
others in what concerns them. and merely acts according to his own inclination and
Judgment in things which concern himself. the same reasons which show that opinion
should be free. prove also that he should be allowed. without molestation. to carry his

opinions into practice at his own cost.



