
105 學年度碩士班甄試英文考題  

請闡述下列英文段落的大意 (無須逐字翻譯)  

1.  

“In the social production of their life, human beings enter into definite relations that 

are indispensable and independent of their will, relations of production which 

correspond to a definite stage of development of their material productive forces. The 

sum total of these relations of production constitutes the economic structure of society, 

the real foundation, on which rises a legal and political superstructure and to which 

correspond definite forms of social consciousness. The mode of production of 

material life conditions the social, political and intellectual life process in general. It is 

not the consciousness of human beings that determines their being, but, on the 

contrary, their social being that determines their consciousness.” (35%) 

 

2.  

“Under traditional views, there is a distinction between killing and letting die－that is, 

between actively killing and passively allowing death. But the utilitarian rejects this 

distinction, maintaining instead that you should turn onto the spur, thereby causing the 

lesser evil, for the only relevant issue is expected utility. So the normal rule against 

actively causing an innocent to die is suspended in favor of the utility principle.” 

(35%) 

 

3.  

Suppose a boy and his small brother are jointly given a box of chocolates for 

Christmas. If the older boy takes the box and refuses to give his brother any of the 

chocolates, he is unjust to -him, for the brother has been given a right to half of 

them. But suppose that, having learned that otherwise it means nine years in bed 

with that violinist, you unplug yourself from him. You surely are not being unjust 

to him, for you gave him no right to use your kidneys, and no one else can have 

given him any such right. But we have to notice that in unplugging yourself, you 

are killing him; and violinists, like everybody else, have a right to life, and thus in 

the view we were considering just now, the right not to be killed. So here you do 

what he supposedly has a right you shall not do, but you do not act unjustly to 

him in doing it. (30%) 


