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Selection Effect and 

Interventionist Decision Theory 
The debate over causal versus evidential decision theory usually centers on variations of 

Newcomb‘s paradox. In a typical instance of such scenarios, a common cause of choice and 
outcome induces a ‘spurious correlation’ that renders choice evidentially but not 

causally relevant to the outcome. Recently, the so-called ‘exotic choice’ scenarios are 

used to pose an extra challenge to the interventionist version of causal decision theory. 
These scenarios are called ‘exotic’ because they feature fantastic foreknowledge of 

states in the causal downstream of the choice, which is employed to generate selection-

induced correlation. In this paper, I show that there are more realistic decision 
scenarios that advance the same challenge. Instead of relying on foreknowledge to create a 

selection effect, these cases build selection directly into the payoff structure itself. I 

argue that these novel decision problems are more effective in posing the alleged 

challenge, but they also suggest a perspective that ultimately disarms it. 
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